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Budget cuts cause crisis situation
5

At press time, USF
contributions to United
Way were nearing
$20,000. That total includes
four Keel Club donations of
$1,000 or more. USF' s goal this
year is $150,000. United Way
representatives are working
hard to drum up support for the
campaign, and at least one is
dressing for the occasion.

And speaking of campaigns .... Campaign USF
officially ended $5
million ahead of goal. Most of
the money came from private
donors, and will be used for
endowed professorships,
facilities, equipment and some
operations.
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The College of Fine
Arts got a welcome rune
up last month when
Kawai America Corp. donated
$462,000 wonh of musical
equipment to the University.
The grant included 31 upright
pianos, 8 grand pianos and 24
digital pianos, along with
keyboard monitors, synthesizers, sequencers and drum
machines as well as educational
services, software and technical
support.

On Sept. 23, simultaneous news conferences
throughout the state gave educators the opportunity
to spread the word about how budget cuts are affecting their institutions. Tampa Bay area educators
called on the public to press for legislative action to
halt the erosion of the quality of education in
Florida.
USF President Francis T .
Borkowski joined Hillsborough
Co unty School Superintendent
Walter Sickles and H illsborough
Community College (HCC) President Andreas Paloumpis in addressing the state's education budget crisis at a press conference on Sept. 23.
The event was held simultaneously with other news conferences
throughout Florida in an effort to
publicize the seriousness ofcontinuous budget cuts. The latest cuts,
amounting to $8.1 million for USF,
are a result of erroneous projections
as to how much revenue the state
would collect in the 1991-92 fiscal
year.
At press time, leading economists predicted a total of $328 million more will have to be cut from
Florida's education budget. As
Cabinet members prepared to yote
on the fmal figures, students, educators and legislators began to demand action on behalf of what has
become a virtual emergency.
Borkowski shared USF's plight
with the audience at Mitchell El-

ementary School, outlining the effects of the latest cuts on the heels of
the university 's $ 18 million cut
during last fiscal year. He listed the
many sacrifices USF has made, and
said the latest cuts are equal to a
layoff of 112 faculty or 290 staff
members; the elimination of the entire St. Petersburg campus; or turning away 1,100 students.
He pointed out that one ofUSF' s
statistics classes has swelled from
30 to 100 students, and that shortages of scientific equipment have
resulted in the assignment of six
students to each chemistry experiment. The state Board of Regents, he
said, can reduce the already-capped
enrollment limit even further.
"There is only so big you can
get in these classes before there is no
quality at all," said Borkowski. He
said although the seriousness of the
situation may not be apparent today,
consequences in 3-5 years will be
"severe."
He read excerpts from the open
letter he recently wrote to state business leaders, Governor Lawton
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From right, USF President Francis T. Borkowski,
Hills borough County Schools Superintendent Walter Sickles
and Hillsborough Community College President Andrea s
Palo&Jmpis, outlined the seve re problems caus ed by
continuing budget cuts.
Chiles and the Florida Legislature, .
and concluded his address by predicting that, if not guided through a
new revenue system soon, the public
will look back to these years and cry,
"Where were our leaders?"
Sickles warned the audience that
the budget problems will not be
solved over the next year.
He said Hillsborough County's
public school budget was approved
on Sept. 17 with a $15.7 million cut.
This could translate into the elimination of 6.7 elementary schools, five
junior high schools, two high schools,

more than 5,000 students or 450
teachers.
.
Sickles cited examples of ways
in which the public school system
has trimmed its expenses to satisfy
Chiles' plan of "right-sizing"
Florida's agency expenses. These
included the layoff of 81 teachers;
increasing the schools' Writing Enhancement Program to 115 students
per teacher; and the expectation of
hiring substitute teachers at $5 an
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'Brain Event' series to include
lecture on attitudes toward taxes
USF Public Administration professor Susan
MacManus will present an overview of public opinion surveys and research findings about "increasing
cynici~m" toward taxes and government.
creasing cynicism" toward taxes and
They think, therefore they are.
They are the many members of government.
"I will discuss why that's the
the community and USF faculty or
staff who attend the events planned case and how that affects the current
for The Brain Event series, co- situation," said MacManus.
Other events include "Demosponsored by the Office of the Prographics: Blacks, Whites & Hispanvost and The Tampa T~bu'ne.
ics in the Tampa
Designed
to
Metro Area" with
showcase USF's facMiriam Stamps of
ulty expertise beyond
Marketing,
S.
the realm of profesDavid Stamps of
sional conferences,
Social Sciences and
this semester's free ..
Susan Greenbaum
series will include a
of Anthropology on
topic currently close
Oct. 7; and "Iran:
to the collective heart:
Its Evolving Place
taxes.
intheMiddleEast,"
S u s a n
with
Mohsen
MacMan).ls, Public .
Milani of Political
Administration, will
Science on Oct. 14.
address "What FloSusan MacManus
The
Brain
ridians Think About
Event series origiTaxes and Government" at the final event of the fall nated in the fall of 1989 "to bridge
series, 7:30-9 p.m. on Oct. 2 1 in the the gap between the community and
UC Ballroom. She will present an academia," according to Lifelong
overview of public opinion surveys Learning Director Lee Leavengood.
md research findings about "in- "It also allows us to share the excit-

ing things happening at the university."
TribQne President and General
Manager Jim Urbanski echoed her
belief in the program. "It's a wonderful event for the public, and we
have the vehicle to get the story out.
We feel privileged to work with the
University."
Past speakers have included
Jacob Neusner of Religious Studies,
Sara Deats of English and Peter
Betzer of Marine Science.
College deans nominate their
outstanding faculty to become Brain
Event speakers, and Provost Gerry
G. Meisels makes the final determinations.
"We continue to feature USF
faculty and their important work to
demonstrate that frontiers in contemporary knowledge are unfolding
right here in the Tampa Bay community," said Meisels.
Leavengood said event originators never imagined the support
speakers would receive from their
own colleagues. But since research
papers are most often presented at
conferences away from campus, it
gives faculty a chance to keep in
touch with one another.
For reservations, which are required to attend any of the free Monday night lectures, call ext. 2403.

A 'Mile of Hop.e'
USPS Senate member Andrea Daniells coordinating an
effort to get a mile-long list of signatures on a p~tltion
protesting recent cuts in the state's education budget.
Look for petition-signing stations across campus In early
October.
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